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 BFDC Board of 
Directors Meeting 

August 20, 2025 

Time: 7:00 a.m. 

Location: BFDC Conference 

Room – 5th & Grant Plaza, 608 5th 

Ave. 

Leadership         
Belle Fourche 

September 18, 2025 

Time: 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

Topic: State Street Business & 

History, BF School & CTE Tour, 

Personality Profiles 

Contact us to work with 
our team for connections 
to the resources to take 

your business to the next 

level. Whether starting a 
new business or expanding 

an existing business, we 
can connect you with 

resources to help. Contact 
us here: 605-892-5065 

 

 

 

Membership Is an Investment 
In The Future Growth And 

Development Of 
Our Community. 

Apply & Pay Online: 
bfdcsd.com/memberships/ 

https://bfdcsd.com/memberships/
mailto:director@bellefourchedevcorp.com%20%3cDirector@bellefourchedevcorp.com%3e
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Belle Fourche, SD – Ryan Stegelman, a sophomore from Belle Fourche 
High School, recently represented the Belle Fourche School District 
and the state of South Dakota at the national SkillsUSA Heavy 
Equipment Competition (HEC) in Atlanta, Georgia, in June. Ryan 
qualified for the national competition after securing first place at the 
state SkillsUSA HEC in Mitchell, SD, in April. As the youngest 
competitor at the national event, Ryan performed exceptionally well 
against a field primarily composed of graduated seniors, some of 
whom had previous national competition experience3. 
 
The first day of the competition took place at the Georgia World 
Congress Center (GWCC), where Ryan participated in a series of 
practical challenges before taking a written test. The practical events 
included filling out a job application, undergoing an interview, 
performing survey math, calculating the volume and mass of various 
materials, conducting pre-start checks on different equipment, and 
identifying underground utilities using 811 procedures. Ryan also demonstrated his skills by using an excavator 
to place a pin in a pipe, operating an articulating loader with a forklift attachment to move objects through an 

obstacle course, and using an excavator to maneuver a ball 
from the top of a cone into its bucket and then into a 5-gallon 
bucket6. 
 
On the second day, competitors were transported to the 
Komatsu headquarters for additional timed events, where 
advisors were not permitted to interact with their students. 
Ryan successfully operated equipment he had never used 

before. In one event, operating a smaller dozer, Ryan significantly outperformed other competitors in slot 
dozing, creating a pile nearly twice the size of the others. He also skillfully operated a packer for the first time. 
Ryan performed an impressive pre-startup inspection on a wheel loader, identifying deliberately loosened bolts, 
nuts, disabled lights, and alarms. He effectively backfilled a trench with a backhoe and dug a trench to the 
required specifications of three feet deep, twenty feet 
long, and the width of the bucket. Ryan also showcased his 
proficiency with an articulating dump truck. Although he 
had used a wheel loader before, he quickly adapted to one 
operated by a joystick instead of a steering wheel, 
completing the task within the time limit14. Additionally, 
Ryan, who had no prior experience with an excavator's 
claw, expertly stacked and unstacked four tires. His final 
task involved using a tracked skid steer loader to attach 
forklift forks, stack four pallets, navigate an obstacle 
course, unstack them, and remove the forks. 
 
Ryan's extensive practice was made possible through the generous support of local businesses and individuals. 
He practiced operating a dozer, excavator, articulating truck, and skid steer thanks to Scull Operating Service 
and Site Work Specialists. Juan Garret and Eaton Construction provided opportunities for Ryan to practice with 
a backhoe and excavator. 
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Also attending the SkillsUSA Conference was Ayseluna (Ayse) 
Hockenbary, a Belle Fourche graduate from two years ago who 
recently earned a welding degree from Western Dakota Technical 
College. Competing in Individual Welding, Ayse achieved an impressive 
4th place out of 33 states, narrowly missing a bronze medal. 
 
A special thank you is extended to all the businesses and individuals 
whose support enabled Ryan Stegelman to attend the SkillsUSA 
Conference in Atlanta, GA: 
 
• Scull Construction Service and Site Work Specialists – Rapid City, SD  
• Associated General Contractors of SD – Sioux Falls, SD  
• Eaton Construction – Belle Fourche, SD  
• Gillette Fence INC – Belle Fourche, SD  
• Hauck Electric and Controls INC – Belle Fourche, SD  
• New Generation Supplements – Belle Fourche, SD  
• Hersruds of Belle Fourche – Belle Fourche, SD  
• Grossenburg Implement, Inc. – Belle Fourche, SD  
• Custom Coatings & Collision – Belle Fourche, SD  
• Bickle’s Truck and Diesel Inc. – Belle Fourche, SD  
• Wareing Carl's Trailer Sales – Belle Fourche, SD  
• Dakota Lumber – Belle Fourche, SD  
• Rogue Motorsports – Belle Fourche, SD  
• West Tire & Alignment Co – Belle Fourche, SD  
• Wilbur Repair – Belle Fourche, SD  
• 3J Oil Medics & Towing – Belle Fourche, SD  
• John & Billey Tracy – Belle Fourche, SD  
• Juan Garret – Belle Fourche, SD 
• Hayworth Enterprises – Belle Fourche, SD 
 
 
 
 
 



Newsletter August 14, 2025 

4 Building the Future Together 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Newsletter August 14, 2025 

5 Building the Future Together 

 

 

 
BELLE FOURCHE—The Chamber of Commerce and the public 
welcomed another new business to downtown Belle Fourche. 

ILevel Construction, LLC, owned by Jason Pedersen, held 

a Ribbon Cutting and Grand Opening on July 24, during the July 
Chamber Mixer.  
 
The gathering gave the public the opportunity to inspect iLevel 
Construction’s work firsthand because the business used their 
own construction skills to renovate the old building. “A lot of it 
was just emptying things out, cleaning stuff up, and painting,” 
explained Pedersen.  “It was a very cosmetic remodel!”  
 
While the location is new for the business, the area is not. 
ILevel Construction has been doing business out of Belle 
Fourche for several years. Pedersen shared, “I moved up here 
11 years ago. I went to the School of Mines for mechanical engineering and then I tried to work in 
engineering jobs—I forgot that and went back into construction! I started ILevel Construction in 2019, 
we were based out of Sturgis for awhile. Then my wife and I bought some property just east of town 
(Belle Fourche) and built shop, built house, and then in November, I bought this building from Renee 
Bisgaard.”  
 
Pedersen ran his business out of his home prior to moving to the new location. He had a shop and  a 
couple of offices there, but looks forward to his new location. “This location is the first away from my 
personal residence and it has been awesome,” said Ped ersen. “It feels more real—just operating out of 
the home it feels not quite legitimate!”  
 
The construction company currently employs five workers. While Pedersen helps if he needs to, he 

spends most of his time in sales, bidding new projects and 
project management. ILevel Construction has built a lot of 
homes in the Northern Hills area and hopes to expand into 
Wyoming.  
 
Even though Pedersen doesn’t necessarily use his engineering 
degree daily, he credits a lot of what he does now to his college 
experience. “If schooling or college teaches you anything, I think 
it’s just learning how to solve problems.   
 
It’s not necessarily the actual engineering—I think that’s a 
benefit—it’s just some of the soft skills you learn by going to 
school,” he said. 

 
Robbi Longbrake | news@bellefourchebeacon.com 
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Meet Pam Somervold – Board of Directors 
 
I have lived in Belle Fourche most of my life, 
born and raised here and graduated from 
Belle Fourche high school. I had the 
pleasure of raising two children here, then 
my career moved me to Rapid City and 
since my retirement, I’ve 
returned…because this is home. I enjoy 
reuniting with family and friends who still 
live here and there’s nothing quite like the 
beauty of the Black Hills.  
 

I was elected as Belle Fourche City Council 
Ward 2 Councilwoman in 2024 and have 
enjoyed the process of learning, growing, 
and helping the citizens and community of 
Belle Fourche. Serving on different city 
committees has opened my eyes to the 
diversity of talent and truly some amazing 
people who have a desire to continue to 
help Belle Fourche in many ways. I was 
recently given the opportunity to step into 
the Economic Development arena, and I look forward to joining the dedicated team of professionals.  

I have 2 children, 10 grandchildren and one great grandchild. I spend much of my time volunteering in 
various capacities throughout the community and one of my favorites for free time is hiking and quiet time 
at the cabin at Iron Creek Lake in the Black Hills.  
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