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Board of Directors 
Meeting 

 

 

**DATE CHANGE**    

April 8, 2020                      

Time: 7: 00 a.m.   

Location: 5th & Grant Plaza 

Build Dakota 
Scholarship  

 
   

DEADLINE 

April 15, 2020 

 

builddakotascholarships.com/ 
 

 

Leadership       
Belle Fourche  

    
March 19, 2020 
 

Time: 9 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  
 

Course Topic: Bring Your “A” 
Game, Community Tours, 
Quality of Life                                  
 

 

 
 

 

 

Members Make A Difference! 

Our goals for 2020 and beyond are possible 

because of you.  Not yet a member? Join Today!  

Application on Page 8 & 9 of this Newsletter or  

Online Application & Payment: 

https://bfdcsd.com/memberships/ 

 

 
 

 

https://www.builddakotascholarships.com/
https://bfdcsd.com/memberships/
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GENESEE & WYOMING AND RCP&E HOLD RAIL 101 IN BELLE FOURCHE 
 

While rail business continues to develop in 

Belle Fourche at the Industrial Park rail 

siding, some important education was 

brought forward by the rail carrier.  Zach 

Boehme, Assistant Vice President, 

Industrial Development for Genesee & 

Wyoming Railroad Services, Inc, and Nick 

Smith, Manager, Sales & Marketing for 

Rapid City, Pierre & Eastern Railroad were 

on hand for the digital rail tour.  Genesee 

& Wyoming (G&W) is the parent company 

to the Rapid City Pierre & Eastern local 

shortline rail service. 

A few “fun facts” shared with the local 

group of 20 attendees include the name 

tied to a location for Genesee & 

Wyoming.  We may correlate the name with our neighboring state to the west, but that would be 

incorrect.  The early beginning of the G&W rail line, back in the late 1800’s, was in two upstate New 

York counties – Genesee county and Wyoming county.   

Topping the list of other important things to know: 

1. G&W has acquired more than 100 companies in the last 15 years. 
2. G&W operates in more states than any other freight railroad company. 
3. G&W serves 3000 customers with 3.4 million carloads annually and employs 8000 people 

worldwide with 122 railroads and approximately 16,000 track miles and more than 1350 
locomotives. 

4. Their core purpose is to be the safest and more respected transportation service provider in the 
world. 

 

 

What does this mean to us locally?   

G&W has one railroad operating in 

South Dakota, The Rapid City 

Pierre & Eastern or 

RCP&E.  RCP&E has 670 miles of 

track in South Dakota with 180 

employees and roughly 53,000 

carloads annually (interchanges 

with BNSF, UP & CP).   
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This rail service in South 

Dakota has a good 

commodity mix: 

1. Agricultural Products  
2. Mineral & Stone 
3. Chemicals & 

Plastics 
 
 
 
 

 
With over 233,000 miles of rail in the US and 103,000 miles of shortline railroad service, the options to 

transport across the country are open.  The shortline railroads provide the short haul connection 

between the customer and the Class 1 railroad, or the “first and last mile”.  This can equate to real 

transportation savings for customers, especially when the commodity is dense, heavy and traveling 

extended distances.   

When it comes to transloading, Belle Fourche has an asset to serve customers in the region.  

The Belle Fourche Industrial & Rail Park rail 

siding provides the much-needed space to 

offload railed materials in a safe area off of 

the mainline.  There are two pads for trucks 

and equipment to access the sided cars 

and a looped entrance and exit for easy 

access in and out of the siding area.  The 

industrial park and siding area are located 

along highway 212 about a half mile west of 

hwy 85.   

For more information, contact the economic 

development office in Belle Fourche – 605-

892-5065. 
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